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For eight days the ships anchored beneath the fortress
wall battered it with their artillery, themselves under
continuous fire at close range. Tristam de Miranda and
Vicente de Albuquerque returned from Benastarim quite
deaf: " for days they could hear nothing that was said to
them!" declares Albuquerque. The valour of each of these
five captains is highly commended in the Governor's dispatch.
" I assure Your Highness I often upbraided them for ex-
posing recklessly their persons and their lives . . . and they
would walk upon the castles of the ships and stand about
in the most dangerous places. . . . Sometimes I was quite
pained to see their disregard of all precaution!"

Albuquerque's homilies on prudence might have had more
effect if he had backed up precept by example. From what
other writers tell us, we conclude that they must have
sounded rather like Satan rebuking sin. Albuquerque
himself, it would appear, persisted in dashing about in his
little boat amid the falling projectiles and in front of the
cannon until it was the captains who were pained. They
entreated him to go away! They could be trusted to carry
out his orders by themselves, whereas everything would be
jeopardized if he were killed. He said that he could not go
till he had settled them in position, and continued to make
a target of himself as casually as ever. When all at last were
in position and he was preparing to withdraw, a cannon
ball smashed to pieces two of the rowers in his boat. The
Turks, imagining that they had got the Governor, raised a
triumphant yell, whereupon Albuquerque sprang to his feet
and stood upright to show them their mistake. Such a man
could not expect to be effective in reprimanding others for
their recklessness.

At Goa the Governor's arrival was impatiently awaited.
The whole town turned out with speeches to receive him, and
beneath a canopy upheld by municipal councillors he was
escorted through the city to the church. The fidalgos were
all panting to attack Benastarim, the more so that the Gover-
nor had forbidden them to make a move until he came. He